SYLLABUS

CHEM379
The Use of Wildlands: Conservation or Preservation

This seminar will focus on America's stewardship of the wilderness and examine questions such as the nature of a wilderness area, its spiritual and cultural value to our nation, and approaches to its preservation.  The class will explore these questions through an analysis of works of art dealing with the wilderness and a close reading of classics by proponents of the wilderness such as John Muir and Aldo Leopold.  The class will experience the wilderness directly through a field trip to a wilderness area in the Pisgah National Forest.
INSTRUCTOR: Wayne E. Steinmetz

Zeis Hall 107
Home phone: 828-505-7973

wsteinmetz@pomona.edu
wsteinme@unca.edu 

http://pages.pomona.edu/~wsteinmetz/ID1/INDEX_UNCA.htm 
READINGS IN PRINT (available for purchase at the UNCA bookstore)

1) Abbey, E. Desert Solitaire, Simon & Schuster:New York, 1968.

2) Leopold, A. A Sand County Almanac, Oxford: New York, 1949.

READINGS AND RESOURCES ON THE WWW

1) General Resources

a) The Evolution of the Conservation Movement, American Memory, Library of Congress

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amrvhtml/conshome.html 
b) National Park Service, Web site devoted to wilderness issues

http://www2.nature.nps.gov/views/KCs/Wilderness/HTML/ET_01_Intro.htm 
c) The Wilderness Act of 1964, Public Law 88-577, 78 Stat. 890; 16 U.S.C. 1 1 21

http://www.wildwilderness.org/docs/act1964.htm 
d) The Greatest Good, USFS: Washington, DC, 2005.

http://www.fs.fed.us/greatestgood/ 
2) Thoreau, H. D. Walden; or, Life in the Woods. 


http://xroads.virginia.edu/~hypoer/walden/toc.html 

3) Gifford Pinchot

    Pinchot, G. The Fight for Conservation, Doubleday: New York, 1910. http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amrvhtml/conshome.html 
4) John Muir

 Muir, J. The Yosemite, Century:New York, 1912.

    Muir, J. Steep Trails, Sierra Club: San Francisco, 1919.

    Muir, J. Studies in the Sierra, Sierra Club: San Francisco, 1950.

http://www.sierraclub.org/john_muir_exhibit/writings 
6) Marshall, R., “The Problem of the Wilderness”, The Scientific Monthly, 30(2), 141-148 (Feb., 1930)

RMarshall_problemof wilderness.pdf 
6) Hetch Hetchy

State of California study site, http://hetchhetchy.water.ca.gov 
7) Leave No Trace and Low Impact Camping

http://www.blm.gov/education/lnt/ 
8) national parks in the desert

a) Joshua Tree National Park

http://www.nps.gov/jotr/ 
b) Arches National Park

http://www.nps.gov/arch/index.htm 
9) the Ocean as Wilderness

a) DiPeso, J., "The Case for Ocean Wilderness", REP America.

http://www.oceancommission.gov/publicomment/septgencomments/dipeso_comment.pdf 

b) Glover, A. G. Glover; Smith, C. R. Environmental Conservation, 2003, 30, 219-241.

http://www.soest.hawaii.edu/oceanography/faculty/csmith 
(Click on Publications to reach Professor Smith's list of publications and the link to his paper.) 
c) Roberts, S.; Aguilar, R.; Warrenchuk, J.; Hudson, C.; Hirshfield, M. Deep Sea Life: On the Edge of the Abyss, Oceana: 2005.

http://www.oceana.org/fileadmin/oceana/uploads/reports/Deep_Sea_Report_Oceana.pdf 
10) Duffy, G. Farewell Letter, 2010.


http://www.crystallake.name/duffy/duffy.htm 

LOGISTICS


CHEM379 uses a theme, America and the wilderness, to develop writing and analytical skills.  Considerable time is spent in class on discussion so attendance is expected.  The required scheduled field trip will provide an exposure to the wilderness.  Hiking will be a part of each trip.  On the field trip, we shall hike on sections of the Shining Creek Trail and the Old Butt Knob Trail in the Shining Rock Wilderness which is located in the Pisgah Ranger District of the Pisgah National Forest. The second  paper will be based on observations made on the field trip.  
WRITING EXERCISES

1) Paper 1, My View of the Wilderness


Every citizen defines the wilderness differently.  We shall use the first paper and the following discussion to define our understanding of wilderness.  Describe in the paper your most significant wilderness experience and distill from this experience a characteristic of the wilderness.

paper due, 11 Jan.

revision due, 23 Jan.

2) Paper 2, Ecological Study


Scientists make observations, draw inferences from the observations, and communicate the results of the analysis.  You will observe a wilderness environment during the field trip and you will write a short paper on what you conclude about the ecology in the site.  The paper should address the characteristics of the area’s ecology, the factors that determine its unique ecology, and reasons for wilderness status of the area. Prepare a rough draft by 1 Feb. which will serve as a basis for the class discussion on this date.  The class discussion will shape the revision of the draft. 

paper due, 6 Feb.
revision due, 15 Feb.

3) Paper 3, Art and the Wilderness


On 15 Sep. we shall examine the work of several artists who have influenced America's attitudes towards the wilderness.  Select a single work or a closely related set of works by an artist, writer, or composer and write an essay on how the selected work(s) informs our understanding of the wilderness.

paper due, 27 Feb.

revision due, 14 Mar.

4) Paper 4, Paradise Lost


The Wilderness Society is proposing additions to the wilderness areas of the Pisgah and Nantahala National Forests in western North Carolina.  The candidates for wilderness protection are briefly described in North Carolina’s Mountain Treasures, The Wilderness Society.  For the fourth paper, you will select and explore this one of the areas.  Consider the arguments in favor and against the restoration or development.  In order to examine the arguments objectively, you will have to locate and analyze original sources.  The details for this paper will be discussed in class.

a proposal outlining the topic of the paper due, 12 Mar.

 
Submit the proposal electronically as well as in printed format  A copy of your proposal will be provided to the reference librarian who will give the presentation on research methodology on Monday, 19 March.
annotated bibliography for the paper due, 28 Mar. (GIS data are useful)
paper due, 11 Apr.


You will give a short oral presentation on your paper on 11, or 16 Apr.  The presentation might be a group effort if several students choose the same topic.   The class discussion will direct your revision of the paper.

rewrite due, 23 Apr.

GRADING POLICY


There are no written examinations in CHEM379 and all written materials are due in class by the last day of classes, 9 Dec.  The letter grade in the course will be based on classroom participation (13%), the oral presentation on the final project (10%) and the four papers: paper 1 (7%), paper 2 (20%), paper 3 (20%), paper 4 (30%).  You must submit every paper in order to receive a passing grade in the course.  Treat every submission of a paper as the final version.  If the instructor feels that you would benefit from a revision of the first submission, he will return the paper without a grade.  Use his comments as a guide for the revision.  In the case of a revision, an option available for all papers, the grade on the revised paper becomes the final grade for the paper.  The instructor reserves the right to lower the final course grade because of poor class attendance.  If you are unable to attend class, consult the instructor before the date of your absence.


In writing your papers, you are encouraged to make use of UNCA’s Writing Center.  Plagiarism is regarded as a mortal sin of scholarship.  Please read the section on plagiarism on pages 309-310 of the UNCA catalogue.

SCHEDULE  

(Unless otherwise stated, the time is Monday and Wednesday at 16:10-17:25; the location is Zeis 014.  The author of the primary reading is given in boldface.)

  9 Jan.  introduction to the course
11 Jan.  class definition of wilderness, ecology: earth in the cosmos [WE 1 due]

16 Jan.  no class, Martin Luther King Day

18 Jan.  ecology: earth as atmosphere, hydrosphere, lithosphere, and anthrosphere
23 Jan.  ecology of North Carolina [R WE 1 due]

25 Jan.  ecology of North Carolina
30 Jan.  required field trip in the Shining Rock Wilderness
 1 Feb. Jan.  discussion of the observations made on the field trip

 6  Feb.  views of the wilderness before Walden  [WE 2 due]

 8  Feb.  discussion of Walden (Thoreau)

13  Feb.  discussion of Walden (Thoreau)

15 Feb.  the wilderness in art [R WE 2 due]
20 Feb. discussion of wilderness art at the Haen Gallery, 52 Biltmore Ave., Asheville (http://www.thehaengallery.com , 828-254-8577).  Visit the gallery before class on 20 Feb.  Pay particular attention to the work of Lynn Boggess, Marci Harden, and Francis Fronzo.
22 Feb.  Gifford Pinchot and the approach of the USFS to environmentalism (Pinchot)

27 Feb.  John Muir's approach to the wilderness (Muir) [WE 3 due]
29 Feb.  Hetch Hetchy, discussion of the major research paper 

 5 Oct.  no class, spring break
 7 Mar.  no class, spring break

12 Mar. future of the wilderness in Tibet [proposal for WE 4 due]

14 Mar.  the contributions of Leopold and Marshall [R WE3]
19 Mar.  strategies for searching the literature, meeting in the Ramsey Library
21 Mar.  discussion of A Sand County Almanac (Leopold)

26 Mar.  discussion of A Sand County Almanac (Leopold)
28 Mar. desert ecology  [bibliography, WE 4 due]
  2 Apr.  discussion of Desert Solitaire (Abbey)

  4 Apr.  discussion of Desert Solitaire (Abbey)

  9 Apr.  the future of the wilderness (Duffy, Pringle)
11 Apr.  class presentations on the research paper [WE 4 due] 
16 Apr. class presentations on the research paper

18 Apr.  no class, Undergraduate Research Symposium

23 Apr.  discussion with David Finnan, Wilderness Manager, Pisgah NF [R WE 4 due]
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