CHEM379
The Use of Wildlands: Conservation or Protection
Research Paper

1) Choose potential wilderness area from the areas which are being considered for wilderness protection by The Wilderness Society.  A short description of the areas ca be found in “North Carolina’s Mountain Treasures”, The Wilderness Society, 2012.   Submit a one-page proposal of your topic electronically to wsteinme@unca.edu on 12 March. The proposal should clearly identify the area and briefly state some reasons for protection. The selection of the area is the most important step of the project.  The final paper should be approximately 8-10 double-spaced pages in length.  

2) Research the topic.  A reference librarian will conduct a session on research strategies in class on 19 March.  The presentation will include the remarkable holdings of Special Collections of the Ramsey Library.  The paper should address the following questions.  The paper’s components will direct the collection of data.

a) Provide the location, size, and characteristics of the wilderness site.   GIS and mapping data will be useful.  Links to GIS resources can be found on the Environmental Chemistry page of MolData.  The link for MolData is given at the instructor’s index page: http://pages.pomona.edu/~wsteinmetz .

b) Identify the features of the site that make it a candidate for preservation.
c) Perform a cost/benefit analysis.  Is preservation need or possible?  Will restoration of the site be necessary?  Would special interest groups object to the proposed preservation?  Present and analyze objectively their case?  Is compromise possible or desirable?  

d) Make a recommendation.  There are always two sides to a question.  Examine both sides and make a recommendation based on an objective analysis of the evidence.  Imagine that you are aide for a congressman who has to make a decision on a bill recommending protection of an area.
Present an annotated bibliography of your sources in class on 28 March.  You might use Google to locate leads but a bibliography based solely on the results of a Google search will be viewed as superficial.  Make an effort to locate primary sources.
3) Write the paper.  Your audience should be public servants or professionals and students in the area of environmental studies.  The paper is due in class on 11 April.  The paper should include a map of the site.  The skillful use of figures can greatly enhance a paper; over reliance on graphical data can diminish its effectiveness.  The instructor will return the papers with comments on 16 April.  The final draft is due in class on 23 April.  
4) Present a 15-20 minute oral presentation to the class on your topic.  You want to allow time for questions after your presentation.  Members of the class are expected to provide constructive criticism of the presentation.  The evaluation by the class will guide your revision of the paper.  The class periods of 9 April, 11 April, and 16 April have been scheduled for these presentations.  PowerPoint is useful tool for this purpose. If you plan to use PowerPoint, bring the presentation on a memory stick or CD.  We shall use the instructor’s PC which runs on Microsoft Windows.  Confirm beforehand that your presentation runs on a PC.  Although PowerPoint is a Microsoft product, a presentation prepared on a Mac doesn’t always work as expected on a PC.
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